Moving Toward the Cross
Daily Scripture Readings
& Reflections for Lent 2017
"When the days drew near for Him to be taken up,
He set His face to go to Jerusalem" (Luke 9:51).
Jesus' steps carry Him ever closer to the cross.
During Lent, we walk with our Lord
as He takes up His cross for the sake of our salvation.

Wednesday, March 1—Psalm 51:1-7—Repent of your sins

ASH WEDNESDAY

1

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.
6
You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
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Thursday, March 2—Luke 9:51-56—Moving toward the cross
51

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John
saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then they
went on to another village.
Friday, March 3—Matthew 16:24-26—Take up your cross
24

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find
it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?
Or what will they give in return for their life?

Saturday, March 4—1 Corinthians 1:18-25—We preach Christ crucified
18

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, "I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart."
20
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.
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Sunday, March 5—2 Corinthians 5:6-8—Walk by faith
6

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at
home with the Lord.
Monday, March 6—Ephesians 2:8-10—Saved by faith
8

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Tuesday, March 7—John 3:16-17—Believe in the Son
16

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 Indeed, God did not
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.
Wednesday, March 8—Galatians 2:15-16—Justified by faith
15

We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a
person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ.
And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith
in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified
by the works of the law.
Thursday, March 9—Romans 5:15—Peace through faith
15

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.
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Friday, March 10—Philippians 1:27-30—Stand firm in faith
27

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For
he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw
I had and now hear that I still have.
Saturday, March 11—Hebrews 11:1-3—The assurance of faith
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was
made from things that are not visible.
Sunday, March 12—1 Corinthians 1:26-31—Strength in weakness
26

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in
the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29 so that no
one might boast in the presence of God. 30 He is the source of your life in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification
and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”
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Monday, March 13—2 Corinthians 12:7-10—Christ's strength in you
7

even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep
me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8 Three times I appealed
to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9 but he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in
me. 10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions,
and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
Tuesday, March 14—Ephesians 6:10-18—Put on the armor of God
10

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore
take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that
evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, and fasten
the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to
proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 Pray
in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.
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Wednesday, March 15—Psalm 27:1-4—Christ's strength in you
1

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
2
When evildoers assail me
to devour my flesh—
my adversaries and foes—
they shall stumble and fall.

3

Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me,
yet I will be confident.
4
One thing I asked of the Lord,
that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
and to inquire in his temple.

Thursday, March 16—Exodus 15:1-6—The Lord is mighty
1

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
2
The Lord is my strength and my might,
and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him,
my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
3
The Lord is a warrior;
the Lord is his name.
4
“Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea;
his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.
5
The floods covered them;
they went down into the depths like a stone.
6
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power—
your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy.
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Friday, March 17—Ephesians 3:14-21—A prayer for strength
14

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in
heaven and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you
are being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the power to
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who by the power at work
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.
Saturday, March 18—Psalm 28:8-9—The Lord is my strength
8

The Lord is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
9
O save your people, and bless your heritage;
be their shepherd, and carry them forever.
Sunday, March 19—1 John 4:7-10—This is love
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves
is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son
into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins.
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Monday, March 20—John 13:1-5—Love to the end
1

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart
of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from
God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and
tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around
him.
Tuesday, March 21—1 Corinthians 13:4-7—Love bears all things
4

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice
in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
Wednesday, March 22—Romans 5:6-9—God shows his love
6

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good
person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in
that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now
that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the
wrath of God.
7

Thursday, March 23—1 John 4:18-21—He first loved us
18

There is no fear in love, but perfect casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love
because he first loved us. 20Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers
or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
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Friday, March 24—1 John 3:1-3—Called children of God
1

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him,
for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves,
just as he is pure.
Saturday, March 25—Psalm 6:1-5—God's steadfast love
1

O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger,
or discipline me in your wrath.
2
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing;
O Lord, heal me, for my bones are shaking with terror.
3
My soul also is struck with terror,
while you, O Lord—how long?
4
Turn, O Lord, save my life;
deliver me for the sake of your steadfast love.
5
For in death there is no remembrance of you;
in Sheol who can give you praise?

God's

Sunday, March 26—John 14:27—Jesus gives us peace
27

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
Monday, March 27—John 16:33—Peace in times of trouble
33

I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face
persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!”
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Tuesday, March 28—Isaiah 26:2-4—Kept in peace
2

Open the gates, so that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in.
Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace—in peace because they trust you.
4
Trust in the Lord forever, for in the Lord God you have an everlasting rock.
3

Wednesday, March 29—Philippians 4:4-7—Pray for peace
4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Thursday, March 30—Romans 15:12-13—Filled with peace
12

and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule
the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 13 May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.
Friday, March 31—1 Thessalonians 5:12-14—At peace with others
12

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among
you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 13 esteem them very
highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we
urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the
weak, be patient with all of them.
Saturday, April 1—2 Thessalonians 3:16—The Lord of peace
16

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways. The
Lord be with all of you.
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Sunday, April 2—1 Peter 2:21-25—Following in Christ's footsteps
21

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23When he was abused, he did not return
abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the
one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that,
free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Monday, April 3—Hebrews 12:1-3—The joy set before you
1

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such hostility against
himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose heart.
Tuesday, April 4—1 Peter 4:12-17—The fiery trial
12

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice
insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and
shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is
resting on you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or
even as a mischief maker. 16 Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not
consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this name. 17 For the time
has come for judgment to begin with the household of God; if it begins with us,
what will be the end for those who do not obey the gospel of God?
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Wednesday, April 5—Matthew 5:10-12—Persecuted for Christ's sake
10

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
Thursday, April 6—Isaiah 53:4-6—Christ suffered for us
4

Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
5
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
6
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
Friday, April 7—Acts 5:38-42—The disciples suffer
38

So in the present case, I tell you, keep away from these men and let them
alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; 39 but
if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them—in that case you may even
be found fighting against God!” They were convinced by him, 40 and when they
had called in the apostles, they had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to
speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 As they left the council, they
rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the
name. 42 And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease to teach and
proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.
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Saturday, April 8—2 Corinthians 1:3-7—Comfort those who suffer
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and the God of all consolation, 4 who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we
may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with
which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are
abundant for us, so also our consolation is abundant through Christ. 6 If we are
being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being consoled, it
is for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the
same sufferings that we are also suffering. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken; for we
know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our consolation.
Sunday, April 9—Luke 19:28-40—The Sacrifice enters

PALM SUNDAY

28

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to
Jerusalem. 29 When he had come near Bethphage and
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead
of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has
never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you,
‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 So those who were
sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt,
its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord
needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the
colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks
on the road. 37 As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a
loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying, "Blessed is the
king who comes in the name of Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest
heaven!" 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your
disciples to stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones
would shout out.”
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Monday, April 10—Psalm 49:7-8,15—The price of ransom
7

Truly, no ransom avails for one’s life, there is no price one can give to God for it.
For the ransom of life is costly, and can never suffice, ... 15 But God will ransom
my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me.
8

Tuesday, April 11—Romans 6:3-5—Buried with Him in baptism
3

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
his.
Wednesday, April 12—Philippians 2:5-11—Obedient unto death
5

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the
point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Let this mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 2:5
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Thursday, April 13—Luke 22:14-22—The Lamb of God

MAUNDY THURSDAY

14

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with
him. 15 He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer; 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of
God.” 17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide
it among yourselves; 18 for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And he did the
same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the
new covenant in my blood. 21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his
hand is on the table. 22 For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but
woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!”
Friday, April 14—John 19:28-30—Jesus dies on the cross

GOOD FRIDAY

28

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill
the scripture), "I am thirsty." 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they
put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.
30
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Than he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.
Saturday, April 15—John 19:38-42—A new tomb
38

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his
body. 39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40 They took the
body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the
burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was
crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been
laid. 42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was
nearby, they laid Jesus there.
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Sunday, April 16—Matthew 28:1-10—He has risen!

EASTER

1

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing
white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But
the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go
to Galilee; there they will see me.”
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